SUNDAY
BULLETIN

Sunday 10th December, 2023

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL & ST MATTHEW'’S

PARISH PRIEST: Fr. Jim Hayes
Fr Jim’s Telephone: 01563 533587 or 01563 523822
Address: The Parish Office, St Matthew’s, Grassyards Road, Kilmarnock. KA3 7SH
Fr. Jim’s Email: kilmarnock.stmatthew@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or kilmarnock.olmc@gallowaydiocese.org.uk
Parishes of the RC Diocese of Galloway. Charity Number: SC 010576

PASTORAL ASSISTANTS: Sr. Mary Rose Confidence Maduka IHM, Sr. Mary Mabel Chukwu IHM & Sr. Marilyn Juliet Obiorah IHM
Contact Details: 01563 523822 Email: ihmsisters@gallowaydiocese.org.uk

Hiturgy Second Sunday of Advent. Year - B

Sunday Masses 9.30am at St Matthew’s, Grassyards Road
11.30am at Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Kirkton Road

Psalm 84 Response | Let us see, O Lord, your mercy and give us your saving help.

Gospel Acclamation | Alleluia! Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight, and
all mankind shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia!

Please, ask your child(ren) to return to you immediately after the Children’s Liturgy if you do not wish them to be captured on the live-stream recording.
LIVESTREAM MASSES: YouTube Our Lady of Mount Carmel & St Matthew’s Kilmarnock and YouTube St Joseph’s Church Kilmarnock

Service Schedule for the Forthcoming Week

Sunday 9.30am Mass at St. Matthew’s 11.30am Mass at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Mark
10th December | Intention: Tommie Thomson (Ann) Intention: For the Parish 1:1-8
Monday . .. , Luke
11th December Our Parish Office is closed on Mondays. 10.00 Mass at St. Joseph'’s 5:17-26
Tuesday 9.30am Prayer before the Blessed Sacrament 10.00am Mass at Our Lady of Mount Carmel. Matthew
12th December | at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Intention: John McKenna (RecDec). 18:12-14
weanesny | O Mo e ensonsso
13th December | f0!lowed by Prayer before the Blessed Sacra- : Sp. 11:28-30
ment till 8pm (Confession available too)
Thursday 10.00am Mass at St Matthew’s. Matthew
. R Matthew’
14th December 9-30am Rosary at St Matthew’s Intention: John McSpagin (RecDec). 11:11-15
Friday 10.00am Mass at Our Lady of Mount Carmel- Matthew
15th December 9-30am Rosary at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Intention: Sp.Int 11:16-19
Saturday 9.30am Prayer before the Blessed 10.00am Mass at St. Matthew’s 6.00pm Vigil Mass at Matthew
16th December | Sacrament at St Matthew’s Intention: Edward O’Neil (Ann) St. Joseph'’s 17:10-13
Sunday 9.30am Mass at St. Matthew’s 11.30am Mass at Our Lady of Mount Carmel John
17th December | Intention: For the Parish Intention: May Mackin (9th Ann) 1:6-8, 19-28

Please remember the following in your prayers:

We remember all those on the Altar Lists of the Dead in this month of Remembrance.
Recently Deceased: Tommy Surgenor, John McKenna, John McSpagin and all victims of war and violence.
Anniversaries: Tommie Thomson, Edward O’Neil, May Mackin.
May all our departed loved ones rest in peace.
People who are ill: Eimear Callaghan, David O’Callaghan, Michelle Hanlon, Michelle Dunne, Leona McAllister, Mary Hasson, Donald
Gibon, Frank Mullen, Helen O’Donnell., Mary McLaughlin, May Hollywood, Frances O’Neill, Helen McClure, James Hughes, Max
McLean, Mary Rea, Stuart Mason Carolanne Gallagher, Charlie Smith, Gerda Devlin and Margaret Gay.
(Please let us know if any circumstances change).




REFLECTION
HOMECOMING
Advent is a time of waiting, a time of yearning for light to dispel the darkness. The Advent atmosphere is
rooted in the experiences of the exiles described in Hebrew scripture. The people were far from home, crying
out for a Saviour who would light their way home, where they would find peace and security. Their longing
for home reminds us of our own inner places of exile, which also cry for a place of inner peace.
Our exile can be spiritual or psychological separation which keeps us from being at home with our true
selves. Many are exiled from their own bodies because of eating disorders or child abuse. Families are in
exile from one another — runaway children, parents disowning children, siblings denying one another a wel-
come, peoples who live in fear of drug misuse/ violence, people excluded because of sexual preference, skin
colour or marital status......
Many of the readings in Advent are from Isaiah and remind us of a God who always offers hope . We are ex-
iled from our true selves as we are torn between the values of greed, consumerism, ego-centredness and ap-
athy, while another part of us feels out of place in a materialistic and power-centred system.
Something in us always needs to be called home. We need to see who or what we lack inside. Advent is a
time to reclaim what we have lost in our hearts.

Joyce Rupp
SACRAMENTS
Marriage By arrangement with Fr. Jim. The Diocese of Galloway requires that couples give a minimum of six months’ notice of their
g intention to marry
Baptism By arrangement with Fr. Jim.
Reconciliation Tuesdays, Wednesdays (during Advent) and Saturdays during Exposition and at any other time on request at suitable times.
/.\ Community Support. A Donation’s box is located at the Church entrance. Thank you for your continuing gener-
® osity. ‘Bags for Life’ are always welcome.
OLMC SSVP Conference. All donations are most welcome and needed. Please use the Donations Box as you
leave the church. Email: olmc_ssvp@icloud.com
WEEKLY COLLECTIONS. With grateful thanks we acknowledge the following generosity

oLmcC 1st: £252.78 and 2nd: £179.16.
ST MATTHEW'’S 1st: £283.36 and 2nd: £165.62 with the Community Box: £110.40

IMPORTANT TELEPHONE/EMAIL ADDRESES

KILMARNOCK RC CHURCHES: www.rckilmarnock.org.uk
FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/OurLadyOfMountCarmelKilmarnock / https://facebook.com/stmatthewschurchkilmarnock

OLMC Society of Saint Vincent de Paul: olmc_ssvp@icloud.com Mount Carmel Primary School: 01563 525897
St.Andrew’s Primary School & Early Childhood Centre: 01563 549549 St. Joseph’s Academy: 01563 526144
Diocese of Galloway: 01292 266750 www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk SPRED: 01292 738068 / Annie.Steven@spredgalloway.org.uk

HOSPITAL VISITING: Crosshouse Hospital: Fr Stephen McGrattan - 01563 521832 | Ayr Hospital: Fr. Benjamin Mkeri — 01655 882145

St Matthew’s Hall Bookings: Margaret Merrick - 07765715798 or Email: margaret.merrick@btinternet.com

ITEMS FOR THE SUNDAY BULLETIN: Parish/Diocesan based info/news will be given priority. If room allows we will gladly include items from other organisations.
Please Email the Parish Office on either: kilmarnock.olImc@gallowaydiocese.org.uk OR kilmarnock.stmatthew@gallowaydiocese.org.uk. Deadline: Thursdays 10am.

Ministry Rota for Today. Year B

Scripture Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11 Psalm 84 Il Peter 3:8-14 Mark 1:1-8

St. Matthew’s Readers: Orla Duff, Michael Thomson, Madaline Musilli
Euch.Ministers: Maureen Thomson (L), Larry Tommie (L), Clare Gordon (L), Louise Johnston (R), Stephen Duff (R).

Our Lady Readers: Joan Summer, Charlie Harper
of Mount Carmel Euch.Ministers: Josephine McCrossan, Suzy Hollywood, Marie Urquhart.

Ministry Rota for 17th December— The Third Sunday of Advent. Year B

Scripture Isaiah 61:1-2,10-11 Canticle: Luke 1:46-50 | Thessalonians 5:16-24 John 1:6-8, 19-28

St. Matthew’s Readers: Veronica Kelly, Gerry Coyle, Cherry Stacey.
Euch.Ministers: Maureen Thomson (L), Maureen Bradley (L), Fred Stacey (L), Sr Juliet (R), Anne Gillion (R).

Our Lady Readers: Gretta McNeil, Helen Kennedy.
of Mount Carmel Euch.Ministers: Sr Mabel, Linda Hefron, John Hefron.




NOTICES

Community Lunch
At St Matthew’s

Our Christmas Lunch will be served today (10th) from 12.45pm. All are welcome to join us and enjoy
the atmosphere and delicious traditional food.

Advent Penance Service

On Monday 18th December a joint Penance Service will take place at 7pm in St Joseph’s Church, Hill
Street, where 3 priests will be available for Sacramental Confession. This is a wonderful way to pre-
pare for the great Feast of Christmas-celebrating God’s wonderful love and mercy for us all.

Advent/Christmas Dates
to help you plan

17 December: 4.30pm-6.30pm Advent Quiet Time in OLMC

17 December: 7pm Joint service of Carols by Candlelight in OLMC
24 December: 5pm Vigil Mass of Christmas in St Matthew’s

24 December: 7pm Vigil Mass of Christmas in OLMC

25 December: 10am Christmas Day Mass in St Matthew’s

01 January 2024: 10am Mass at OLMC

01 January 2024: 12 noon Mass at St Matthew’s

Pro-Life news

The Diocese of Galloway has begun a new Pro-Life initiative supported by the Marriage, Family & Life
Office of the Bishops’ Conference. Our own lead in this is Helena Rameckers. As diocesan coordinator
she highlights a number of serious issues for us to consider and calls us to action. She is looking for
volunteers to join the diocesan group. Please call her on 07961130493 or email prolife@
gallowaydiocese.org.uk. Join the online rosary each Wednesday evening during Advent. Please access
rcpolitics.org/buffer-zones for more information about these important legal changes being consult-
ed on by the Scottish Government. Please get in touch with Helena for more information.

First Communion
Registration

We welcome the 1st Holy Communion children to our morning masses today as they continue their
preparation for the celebration of this wonderful Sacrament in May. Parents of children in p.4 should
register with the parish to begin their preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation and First Com-
munion. Please contact Fr Jim.

St Joseph’s Academy
Christmas Raffle

Thank you to Our Lady of Mount Carmel and St Matthew’s parishes for supporting Olivia and Orla
when selling raffle tickets recently. The raffle was drawn on 1st December and raised a wonderful
£1,200 to be used to buy Christmas gifts for families in need within the school community.
CHRISTMAS FAYRE. You are invited to come along to the School on Saturday 16th December from
10am till 1pm for our wonderful Christmas Fayre-full of a variety of stalls, arts, crafts, homebaking,
Tombola and of course Santa!

Fabric & Finance
Committee Members

Thank you to all those who have volunteered their services to forming these new important groups in
the life of our parishes. They will have oversight, with Fr Jim, over the parish finances as well as re-
sponsibility for the material well-being of our properties.

Youth Hub

All our young people in Secondary School are invited to join us for the Youth Hub meetings. The next
takes place in St Matthew’s Hall on Thursday 11th January from 6.30pm till 8.30pme-it is free!

St Andrew’s Primary
“Junior Vinnies”

This group of children from the primary school are known as junior Vinnies as they work as a junior
SSVP group. They invite you to join them after 10am Mass in St Matthew’s this coming Thursday
(14th) for a cuppa and a wee piece of Christmas cheer-in song!

Could those parishioners who visit the sick or housebound with holy communion please pick up a

Sick/H bound . L
ick/Houseboun wee form from the church porch to let Fr Jim know who they are and whom they visit. Thank you.
Clean water is a most basic need, but it is so scarce amongst some of the poorest people in the
world. By donating to SCIAF’s “Water for a Village” campaign this Christmas you will bring fresh wa-
SCIAF ter to villages and towns where it is most needed by enabling SCIAF and its’ partners to sink a well or

Water for a Village

build irrigation systems to sustain life. To make a donation contact SCIAF at: 7 West Nile Street, Glas-
gow. G1 2PR or telephone: 0141 354 5555 or go online: sciaf.org.uk/waterforavillage. See the SCIAF
Christmas Real Gifts catalogue at sciaf.org.uk/realgifts.

Christmas Card Delivery

The 91st Ayrshire (St Joseph’s) Scout Group will be around after our Masses today to take from you
your Christmas Card delivery requests. Only 40p a delivery to the town and local villages!

Children’s Party

The senior Caritas students at St Joseph’s Academy have organised a Children’s Party in St Matthew’s
Church Hall for Sunday 17th December from 1pm till 2.30pm-all free! It is for the children of Primary
School age. All you have to do is sign-up on the list in the Church porch and then come along!

Children’s Liturgy
Christmas prep

Our CL teams will work with the children over Advent to prepare their contribution to our Christmas
Eve Masses. At OLMC the children are asked to volunteer to the leaders who will help them prepare.

St Matthew’s
Foodbank

The Foodbank will now open from 3.30pm till 5.30pm. It will close after service on the 21st Decem-
ber till the 4th January for the Christmas break. In need of support from the Foodbank? Telephone
01563 574000 to book an appointment (call before 3pm). Donations are always needed.

Hillhouse Christmas
PJ Campaign

They are really struggling with all sizes of PJ’s-Josephine has left a list of the sizes they are looking for
at the back of church-have a wee look. They can be left (unwrapped please) in the donation box in
our Church porch. Tel: 01563 523362 for more info.

Carol Concert

Join the Diocesan Choir at St Margaret’s Cathedral, Ayr on Wednesday 20th December at 7.30pm for
an evening of Readings and Craols for Christmas. All welcome.




Need a nursery in Kilmarnock

with a great reputation?

Call us

Places for children 6 weeks to 5 years
Open Monday to Friday 7-30am - 6pm

O’Neil (
Gas Installation, Maintenance & Repair

Domestic, Commercial & Industrial
Established 71995

Julie Mcintosh DipFA

WILLPLANNER & INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISER
Member of the Society of Willwriters

5 Braehead Court, Kilmarnock, KAz 7AB
Tel: 01563 542413 Mob: 07740032113

info@willplanner.co.uk : www.willplanner.co.uk
juliemcintosha@btinternet.com : www.juliemcintosh.com

www.oneilgas.com  Tel 01563 840059
Fully qualified, dedicated, caring and fun staff
R ¥ i Hillhouse, Tel: 01563 523362
In partnership with East Ayrshire Council 11 Hill Street www.hillhousehelps.co.uk

No appaintment necessary

to provide early learning and childcare
Year round emergency cover available

HillhouSe Kilmarnock, KA3 1THA

We offer practical support by supplying
good quality second hand children’s

56 Beansburn, Kilmarnock, KA3 TRN. Tel - 01563~539128 clothing, footwear and equipment.

www-deanparknursery-co-uk Our vision is to help alleviate hardship
faced by individuals and families and
make a positive difference in their lives.

Find us on Facebook/ Twitter @deanparknursery

_ Power
Tvams nort L

CLASS 4, 5& 7 MOTS » SERVICING & REPAIRS
DIAGNOSTICS * WHEEL ALIGNMENT = AIR CON
Unit2, C Park, Kill k, Ayrshire, KA1 4HL

Tel: 01563 550 333 WWW, pnwerlrumporl.co,uk

hall Busl

22 37
®

SOLUTIONS ON DEMAND.CO.UK
FIX MY McCluskey Browne
2ad Main. Sllee‘:.i::\:::::

COMPUTER! SOLICITORS

OI560 42803l

FAULTY APPLIANCE?

Don’t despair! For a personal repair
“Stop cryin’ - phone Brian™
B.G. Technical Services

01560 484601.-07976 975 989
East Brockwellmuir, off Lugton Road, Dunlop, KA3 4DT
Most major credit cards accepled

For all types of legal work

7 Portland Road, Kilmarnock, KA1 2BT
Tel: 01563 544545 Fax: 01563 537672

e-mail: enquiries@mccluskeybrowne.co.uk

Sparkle

—Cleaning —
www.sparklecleaningservices.co.uk

» Window Cleaning via access Platforms
+ Window Cleaning Water Fed Pole System
+ Landlord/Tenant Exit & Entry Cleaning
+ Office Cleaning * Domestic Cleaning
+ Gutter Cleaning ¢+ Full Builders Clean
* Wall Cleaning * Ground Surfaces Cleaning
+ External & Internal High Level Cleaning

01563 526538 » 07970 795809

info@sparklecleaningservices.co.uk

KILMARNOCK & DISTRICT INDEPENDENT
FUNERAL SERVICE
INCORPORATING KILMARNOCK MEMORIALS

The co-operative funeralcare

Gerard J Robertson MBIE
Old High Kirk, Church Street,
Kilmarnock, KA3 1AA
Tel: 01563 543122

James C Maxwell Dip.FD
4 Mauchline Road,
Hurlford, KAl 5BZ
Tel: 01563 551500

Kilmarnock
118 John Finnie Street

01563 521557 0D

www kilmarnockfuneralservices co.uk

Cameron the Butchers - Crosshouse
01563 544048 : ranniepiemanl 9@ outlook.com

SUPPLIERS OF SCOTCH BEEF, LAMB AND PORK

Steak Pies a speciality
www.cameronsbutchers.co .uk
Free Delivery

Eoin O’Callaghan

JOINERY & BUILDING WORK
MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR PLANS
01563 530464

07951 288968

All Joinery Work * Kitchens * Bathrooms
All Restoration & Renovation
Roofing * Decking * Paving * Slabbing

In need of support from the Foodbank

at Our Lady of Mount Carmel or St
Matthew’s Churches? Telephone 01563
574000 to book an appointment (call

before 3pm to be sure).

Intruder Alarms * Access Control
CCTV * Fire Alarms * Door Entry
Emergency Lighting * Electrical
Work * Security systems/Shutters

6 Langlands Street, Kilmarnock,

B (A1 2AH - Tel: 01563 533222

FoBTRFSS sales@fortesssecurityltd.co.uk

ALLAN ELECTRICAL SERVICES LTD - est 1969

All Domestic, Industrial & Commercial Work
from a new socket to a complete re-wire.
Energy Efficient Lighting Advice
Inspections & Safety Checks / Reports
Landlord Certification & PAT Testing
Call Stephen - 07762 765609 or lan - 07971 432088

for a free estimate or email: allan9946@aol.com

“ Ros Shepherd
RFK Counselling
07452791419
www.rfkcounselling.co.uk
roslynnfin@hotmail.com

The one Parish
Office for both par-
ishes is now up and
established in St
Matthew’s. All pho-
tocopying/
correspondence with the parish or for

A

FREE Prescription
Collection &

Delivery Service
Collect in store or delivered to your door.

)

the weekly bulletin should now be
sent directly to either of the Parish
email addresses or telephone numbers
(see front page for details).

I Www.fortresssecurityltd.co.uk
Ayrshire

foodbank

STREAMLINE

KILMARNOCK
01563 55 00 44

streamlinetaxis.com @

£ Available on the

£ App Store

b

GETITON

Google Play

We are grateful for our advertisers’ sponsorship. Please let them know where you saw their advert. Thank you.




